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Response to Amendment 

1. Applicant's amendment was received on 2/17/06, and has been entered and 
made of record. Currently, claims 1-3 and 6-9 are pending. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. Michael Cummings, Reg. No. 46,650 on April 27, 2006. 

3. The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 9, line 1 , "the markings" should be the first and second markings 
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ALLOWANCE 
Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 1-3 and 6-9 are allowed. These claims will be renumbered as claims 1- 
7. 

5. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Independent claims 1 and 6 define an apparatus/method for printing along top 

edge and bottom edge on a front face of a mailpiece using a fixed print head, wherein 
first markings associated with a first mailpiece orientation and second markings 
associated with a second mailpiece orientation are selectively printed according to the 
orientations of the mailpiece. The claims distinguish over the prior art in that the fixed 
print head prints the first markings and second markings that are rotated on the print 
head about 180 degrees from the first orientation of the mailpiece based on the 
orientations of the mailpiece fed into the fixed print head. 

Many prior art references teach the concept of inverting the image data for 
printing the image data when the mailpiece is fed in inverted orientation. Once such 
example is Yoshikawa (U.S. Patent No. 6,624,902) as depicted in fig. 2. However, 
Yoshikawa and other such references do not print the first and second markings 
associated with the first and second orientations of the mailpiece using the fixed print 
head. 

Finally, other references teach the method for printing both first and second 
markings based on the orientations of the mailpiece. Once such example reference is 
Noy et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,730,533). However, Noy does not teach the method for 
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printing along top edge and bottom edge on a front side of a mailpiece. Rather, Noy 
prints on the front and back sides of a paper. 

6. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

7. With respect to claim 2, Examiner suggested amending the limitation of "what 
first set of markings and/or second set" to -- what the first set of markings and/or the 
second set - during the telephone interview on 4/27/06. The applicant disagreed. The 
applicant explained that a particular set of first markings and/or a particular set of 
second markings are selected and printed based on the query results. For example, 
when a name of a particular recipient is determined by the optical character recognition, 
the set of markings related to the recipient will be selected and printed. Thus, no 
amendment is made to claim 2. 
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Contact Information 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CHAN S. PARK whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7409. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8am-4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Moore can be reached on (571) 272-7437. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto,gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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